Characters of The Old Testament

1. Find out the as much information as possible about all the Old Testament characters below.
2. You can use the bible or any other sources to look for the information but you must write the explanation with your own words. 
3. Choose one of the characters below to be “My Hero”.

a. Draw your hero (colorful)

b. Write down everything that become his/her characteristics (such as date of birth, occupation, what he/she does, achievement, failure, good or bad things about him/her, etc).

c. The size of the paper is A4 (A3 maximum size).

4. It will be graded based on Criteria A (Effort and Participation)

a. Students should show their effort in looking for the most comprehensive information about the Bible characters.

b. Students should show their effort in creating their chosen hero with clear, colorful and neat image, suitable with what is describe in the Bible.

c. Students should include complete information or characteristics of the chosen hero.

d. Students should explain the reason they chose the particular Biblical character as their hero.

5. The due date for “My Hero” Project is Tuesday, September 8th 2011

Major Characters
God: The creator of the world and an all-powerful being. God calls himself the only true deity worthy of human worship. As the figurehead of Israel and the force behind every event, God acts as the unseen hero of the Old Testament. God reveals his intentions by speaking to people. Physical manifestations of God are always indirect or symbolic. God appears in many different forms, including an angel, a wrestler, a burst of fire, and a quiet whisper.
Adam:.The first man in the world. The one who was trapped by the serpent temptation.
Eve:.Mother of all living things. The one who was trapped by the serpent temptation. Eve was persuaded by the serpent to eat the fruit of knowledge of good and evil
Noah:. The survivor of God’s great flood. Noah obediently builds the large ark, or boat, that saves the human race and the animal kingdom from destruction. Noah is the precursor to Abraham, because Noah represents the first instance of God’s attempt to form a covenant with humanity through one person.
Abraham (Abram):  The patriarch of the Hebrew people. Abraham is traditionally called “Father Abraham” because the Israelite people and their religion descend from him. God establishes his covenant, or promise, with Abraham, and God develops an ongoing relationship with the Israelites through Abraham’s descendants.
Moses: The reluctant savior of Israel in its exodus from Egyptian bondage to the promised land. Moses mediates between God and the people, transforming the Israelites from an oppressed ethnic group into a nation founded on religious laws. Moses’s legendary miracles before Pharaoh, along with his doubts and insecurities, make him the great mortal hero of the Old Testament.
Joshua: The successor of Moses as Israel’s leader. Joshua directs the people in their sweeping military campaign to conquer and settle the Promised Land. Joshua’s persistent exhortations to Israel to remain obedient to God imply that he doubts Israel will do so. His exhortations foreshadow Israel’s future religious struggles.
Samuel: The last of Israel’s judges and the prophet who anoints both Saul and David as king. Samuel fulfills political and priestly duties for Israel, but he ushers in Israel’s monarchy mainly as a prophet—one who pronounces God’s words and decisions. Samuel’s stoic and aloof position in Israel allows Saul to struggle with God and his fate on his own.
David: The king of Israel and the founder of Jerusalem, or “Zion.” David’s reign marks the high point of Israel in the biblical narrative. Although David’s claim to the throne is threatened by Saul and by David’s own son, Absalom, David maintains his power by blending shrewd political maneuvering with a magnanimous and forgiving treatment of his enemies. David’s decision to bring the Ark of the Covenant—Israel’s symbol of God—to the capital of Jerusalem signals the long-awaited unification of the religious and political life of Israel in the promised land.
Solomon: David’s son and the third king of Israel. Solomon builds the opulent Temple in Jerusalem and ushers in Israel’s greatest period of wealth and power. God grants Solomon immense powers of knowledge and discernment in response to Solomon’s humble request for wisdom. Solomon’s earthly success hinders his moral living, however, and his weakness for foreign women and their deities leads to Israel’s downfall.
Minor Characters
Serpent: An ancient serpent called the devil or satan. The one who persuade adam and eve to eat the fruit of knowledge of good and evil.
Cain: Known as the first human murderer. Jealous of his brother,abel,because God loves abel more. Cain is a farmer
Abel:  The brother of Cain. He is a shepherd. He is lovely.
Canaan: Promised land. 
Shem, Ham and Japeth: The son of Noah. Saved by the ship.
Lot: Was saved by God through Abraham from the destruction of the city of Sodom and Gomora.
Sarah: The first Abraham’s wife and the mother Isaac.
Ishmael: Ishmael was the first son of Abraham. His mother was Hagar, who was the Egyptian handmaid to Sarah, who was Abraham's wife. Ishmael was the half-brother of Isaac, who was the son of Abraham and Sarah. Sarah had been unable to have children. So she presented her maid, Hagar, to Abraham to bear an heir for Abraham. Ishmael had twelve sons, and they became the founders of the twelve tribes that bore their names: Nebaioth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mibsam, Mishma, Dumah, Massa, Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedmah. These tribes scattered across the land. Ishmael died at the age of 137.
Isaac: It was prophesied to the patriarch Abraham that he would have a son and that his name should be called Isaac. When Abraham became one hundred years old, this son was born to him by his first wife Sarah. Though this was Abraham's second son it was Sarah’s first and only child. At some point in Isaac's youth, his father Abraham brought him to mount Moriah. At Yahweh's command to Abraham, he was to build a sacrificial altar and sacrifice his son Isaac upon it. After binding his son to the altar and drawing his knife to kill him, in the very last moment an angel of Yahweh prevented Abraham from proceeding. Rather, he was directed to sacrifice a nearby ram instead. This event served as a test of Abraham's faith to Yahweh, not as an actual human sacrifice.

Rebekah: The wife of Isaac.
Jacob: The grandson of Abraham, Jacob is the third patriarch of the Israelite people and the father of the twelve sons who form the tribes of Israel. Jacob experiences a life fraught with deception, bewilderment, and change. He steals his brother Esau’s inheritance right and wrestles with God on the banks of the Jabbok River. Appropriately, the nation that springs from Jacob’s children derives its name from Jacob’s God-given name, “Israel.” “Israel” means “struggles with God,” and Jacob’s struggles are emblematic of the tumultuous story of the nation of Israel.
Esau: The first son of Isaac.
Laban: A wealthy man. Uncle of Esau and Jacob.
Rachel: The wife of Jacob.
Leah:  The first wife of Jacob.
Reuben:  The first son of Leah  and Jacob. He was disqualified from his position as eldest son when he committed an act of sexual immorality with Jacob’s concubine Bilhah. 
Simeon: second son of Leah and Jacob.
Levi: The third son of Leah and Jacob.
Judah: The forth son of Jacob.
Joseph: Jacob’s son and the head official for the Pharaoh of Egypt. Despite being sold into slavery by his brothers, Joseph rises to power in Egypt and saves his family from famine. Joseph’s calm and gracious response to his brothers’ betrayal introduces the pattern of forgiveness and redemption that characterizes the survival of the Israelite people throughout the Old Testament.
Benjamin: The youngest of the 12 sons from Jacob. His mother, Rachel, died while giving him birth.
Gad and Dan: The sons of Jacob.
Manasseh and Ephraim: The sons of Joseph.
Aaron: Moses’s brother, who assists Moses in leading the Israelites out of Egypt. God designates Aaron to be the first high priest in Israel. The quiet Aaron often stands between Moses and the people to soften Moses’s angry response to their sinful behavior.
Jethro: Moses’ father in law. A kanite shepherd and priest of Midian.
Korah: the son of Esau and Oholibamah.
Phinehas: The son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron. This Phinehas is famous for staying the plague caused by Israel's sins with Baal Peor
Othniel: The son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother
Deborah: The only woman who served God as an official of the State government.
Barak: He was the commander of the army of Deborah, the prophetess and heroine of the Hebrew Bible
Gideon: A young man from the tribe of Manasseh, to free the people of Israel and to condemn their worship of idols.
Baal: Canaanite god of rain and storm
Abimelech: A son of the great judge Gideon. He was an unprincipled, ambitious ruler, often engaged in war with his own subjects
Jephthah: Serving as a judge over Israel for a period of six years. He lived in Gilead and was a member of the Tribe of Manasseh. His father's name was also Gilead. The Book of Judges describes Jephthah as leading the Israelites in battle against Ammon and, as the result of a rash vow, sacrificing his daughter after defeating the Ammonites.
Samson: One of Israel’s judges and an epic hero who thwarts the neighboring Philistines with his superhuman strength. Samson is rash, belligerent, and driven by lust for foreign women—qualities that contradict Jewish religious ideals. Samson’s long hair is both the source of his strength and the symbol of his religious devotion to God as a Nazirite. Samson’s character demonstrates that in the bible, heroic potential is gauged not by human excellence but by faith in God.
Delilah: A Philistine woman, who discovered the secret of Samson's strength, and sold  that secret to the Philistine lords.
Elkhanah: An Ephraimite, the father of Samuel.
Hannah: is the wife of Elkana and a mother of Samuel.
Peninnah: Another wife of Elhanah who needles Hannah about her barrenness to the point that brings Hannah into deep despair.
Elimelech: A member of the tribe of Judah, a native of Bethlehem Judah, a man of wealth and probably head of a family or clan. Because of a severe famine in Judea, he emigrated to the land of Moab with his wife and his sons, Mahlon and Chilion.
Naomi: A wife of Elimelech.
Ruth: Daughter in law of Elimelech and Naomi who very loyal to Naomi.
Boaz: A close relative of Naomi's husband's family who is kind to Ruth because he has heard of her loyalty to her mother-in-law.
Eli: A Jewish High Priest of Shiloh, and one of the last Israelite Judges before the rule of kings in ancient Israel.
Saul: Israel’s first king. After God chooses Saul to be king, Saul loses his divine right to rule Israel by committing two religious errors. Saul acts as a character foil to David, because his plot to murder David only highlights David’s mercy to Saul in return. Saul’s inner turmoil over the inscrutability of God’s exacting standards makes him a sympathetic but tragic figure.
Jonathan: Heroic figures of the Kingdom of Israel, whose covenant[1] was recorded favourably in the books of Samuel. Jonathan was the son of Saul, king of Israel.
Jesse: Jesse was the son of Obed, and grandson of Boaz and Ruth (Ruth 4:13-22). Jesse had eight sons and two daughters, but he is known to Bible History primarily because of his youngest son, the one who became King David.
Goliath: A giant Philistine warrior, he is famous for his combat with the young David, the future king of Israel.
Abigail: Abigail from the Bible, was the wife of, Nabal, a very wicked man, who thought only of himself. By her quick wisdom and generosity she not only saved her entire family from death, but was miraculously delivered from an evil husband, and given a Godly husband in his place.
Abner: First cousin to Saul and commander-in-chief of his army

Ish-bosheth: Man of shame or humiliation, the youngest of Saul's four sons, and the only one who survived him. He was about forty years of age when his father and three brothers fell at the battle of Gilboa. Through the influence of Abner, Saul's cousin, he was acknowledged as successor to the throne of Saul.
Nathan: He was a wise and steadfast servant of God, and of the Israelite monarchy, who was often consulted by the kings. He was also fearless; it was Nathan who rebuked David after the incident with Bathsheba, and it was Nathan who intervened during the attempted palace coup by Adonijah.
Bath-Sheba: Was the beloved wife of King David and the most powerful woman during the period of the monarchy.  
Joab: The son of Zeruiah, a sister of king David, who made him captain of his army (2 Samuel 8:16; 20:23; 1 Chronicles 11:6; 18:15; 27:34). He had two brothers, Abishai and Asahel. Asahel was killed by Abner, for which Joab took revenge by murdering Abner against David's wishes (2 Samuel 2:13-32; 3:27).
Tamar: 
Absalom: David’s son, who attempts to overthrow his father’s throne. Absalom’s violent rise to power suggests that the evil that corrupts Israel comes from within
Amnon: Was the oldest son of David. Although he was the heir-apparent to David's throne, Amnon is best remembered for the rape of his half-sister Tamar, daughter of David with Maachah.
Sheba: A queen who heard of the fame of Solomon and came to test him with hard questions. 
Adonijah: was the fourth son of King David.
Jeroboam: Was the first king of the northern Israelite Kingdom of Israel after the revolt of the ten northern Israelite tribes against Rehoboam that put an end to the United Monarchy.
Ahab: The most wicked rulers of Israel. Ahab and Jezebel spread cult worship of the pagan god Baal throughout the northern kingdom. Dogs gather to eat their blood at their deaths, fulfilling Elijah’s prophecy.
Elijah: The prophets who oppose the worship of the god Baal in Israel. After the division of Israel into two kingdoms, Elijah and his successor, Elisha, represent the last great spiritual heroes before Israel’s exile. Their campaign in northern Israel against King Ahab and Jezebel helps to lessen Israel’s growing evil but does not restore Israel’s greatness. Israel’s demise makes Elijah and Elisha frustrated doomsayers and miracle workers rather than national leaders or saviors.
Obadiah: 
Jezebel: The most wicked rulers of Israel. Ahab and Jezebel spread cult worship of the pagan god Baal throughout the northern kingdom. Dogs gather to eat their blood at their deaths, fulfilling Elijah’s prophecy.
Jehu: Was a king of Israel. He was the son of Jehoshaphat, and grandson of Nimshi.
Ahaziah: Was the uncle of Ahaziah, King of Judah. Israel's Ahaziah was the eighth king of the northern kingdom of Israel. He was the son of Ahab and Jezebel. He reigned for two years (852-851 BC).
Elisha: The prophets who oppose the worship of the god Baal in Israel. After the division of Israel into two kingdoms, Elijah and his successor, Elisha, represent the last great spiritual heroes before Israel’s exile. Their campaign in northern Israel against King Ahab and Jezebel helps to lessen Israel’s growing evil but does not restore Israel’s greatness. Israel’s demise makes Elijah and Elisha frustrated doomsayers and miracle workers rather than national leaders or saviors.
Joram: Ninth king of Israel , son of Ahab and Jezebel, successor to his brother 
Ahaziah, who died childless. He began to reign 853 BC, and reigned 12 years .
Hezekiah: was the son of Ahaz and the 14th king of Judah.
Josiah: Became king of Judah at the age of eight, after the assassination of his father, King Amon, and reigned for thirty-one years.
Isaiah: was a prophet in the 8th-century BC Kingdom of Judah.
Nebuchadnezzar: Was king of the Neo-Babylonian Empire, who reigned c. 605 BC – 562 BC. According to the Bible, he conquered Judah and Jerusalem, and sent the Jews into exile.
Cyrus: king of Persia, was the monarch under whom the captivity of the Jews ended, for in the first year of his reign he was prompted by God to make a decree that the temple in Jerusalem should be rebuilt and that such Jews as cared to might return to their land for this purpose.
Darius: was the fourth king of kings of the Achaemenid Empire.
Ezra: Had mission Jerusalem and struggle to purify the Jews from the sin of marriage with non-Jews.
Artaxerxes: The king who obstructed the rebuilding of the temple
Nehemiah: was the son of Hachaliah and work to rebuilding Jerusalem and purifying the Jewish community.
Ahasuerus: The name of the King of Persia in the Book of Esther.
Mordecai: was the son of Jair, of the tribe of Benjamin.
Esther: A timid Jewish girl who becomes the queen of Persia. Esther boldly and cunningly persuades the king of Persia to remove his edict calling for the death of the exiled Jews.
Haman: the son of Hammedatha the Agagite. Haman and his wife Zeresh instigate a plot to kill all of the Jews of ancient Persia.
Job: The subject of God and Satan’s cosmic experiment to measure human faithfulness to God in the midst of immense pain. Job scorns false contrition and the advice of his friends, preferring instead to question God’s role in human suffering. He retains an open and inquisitive mind, remaining faithful in his refusal to curse God.
Satan: Evil. Plunges human race into sins. Temp human race to break God’s order.
Isaiah: a prophet and all of the oldest Muslim sources and traditions list Isaiah in the prophetic pantheon.
Jeremiah: Was a preaching prophet,going where the Lord directed him to preach oracles throughout Israel.
Ezekiel: Ezekiel was a priest living with the Jewish exiles in Babylon after the taking of Judah and Jerusalem by Babylon.
Daniel:  Was an Old Testament prophet who was among the Jews who were taken captive into Babylon about 2600 years ago. He rose to a high position in the Babylonian government. Daniel saw and described the great world empires that were to come. He also prophesied about a Messiah.
Jezreel: A city on the border of the territory of Issachar.
Joel: 

Hosea: Was a prophet who lived and prophesied just before the destruction of Israel in 722 BC. He preached to the northern kingdom
Amos: was a prophet of the southern kingdom of Judah with a prophetic message that moreover included the northern kingdom of Israel
Obadiah: Was the fourth of the minor prophets.
Jonah: a prophet from Gath-Hepher (a few miles north of Nazareth) active during the reign of Jeroboam II (c.786-746 BC), where he predicts that Jeroboam will recover certain lost territories. Ordered by God to go to the city of Nineveh to prophesy against it "for their great wickedness is come up before me
Micah: a prophet of the Lord during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, all of whom were kings of Judah.was the sixth of the minor prophets.
Nahum: was the seventh of the minor prophets.
Habakkuk: was the eighth of the minor prophets.
Zephaniah: was the ninth of the minor prophets.
Haggai: was the tenth of the minor prophets, and the first to prophesy after the Jewish nation returned to Judea from their captivity in Babylon.
Zechariah: Was the eleventh of the minor prophets.
Malachi: is the last of the minor prophets.
